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(= The following on the “ Difficulties and Discour- 
agements which attend the study of the Scriptures.” 
is from the pen of BrsHor HARg#, and has ever been 
considered his most celebrated performance. It is 
written in the form of a letter to a young clergyman. 
We give it to our readers, because it faithfully ex- 
poses the many barriers which have served to pre- 
vent free inquiry in matters of religion. The spirit 
of Orthodoxy is unmasked, and the operations of 
bigotry are correctly delineated. It is one of the 
finest specimens of irony that we have ever seen, 
and the best, if we except Hoapty’s Dedication to 
the Pope, which has been erroneously attributed to 
Sir Richard Steel. ‘The reader will readily discover 
Bishop Hare’s object, which he has explicitly 
avowed in the conclusion, namely, to shew the diffi- 
culties attending the study of the Scriptures, that 
they may be removed, so that sincere and honest 
minds may avow their convictions without hazard 
and inconvenience. As a few paragraphs in the 
piece relate only to the state of religion in England 
many years ago, we lave thought proper to leave 


them out. 


ON THE DIFFICULTIES AND DISCOUR- 
AGEMENTS, WHICH ATTEND THE 
STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


Sir,—I do not wonder at the surprise with which 
you received, when we were last together, the advice 
| ventured to give you in relation to the study of the 
Scriptures. For one, who is a clergyman himself, to 
seam to gissuade those of his own order from a study 
that has so many arguments to recommend it ; and 
1. hich, in the @pinion of albgoodenen, ought to be their 
chief business, has, I confess, the appearance of a 
-trange paradox, and that of the worst sort. It looks 
like popery and priestcraft ; and therefore young and 
tender minds may easily be forgiven, if they startle at 
the first proposal of it ; those, especially, who have a 
just sense of the excellency and inspiration of the 
Scriptures, and are eagerly bent on the pursuit of 
such truths, as more immediately tend to the -ad- 
vancement of virtue and religion. As you are of thai 
number, and went into orders with no other view, but 
that you might the better study the Scriptures yourself, 
and advance the knowledge of them in the world; it 
was not to be expected you should presently come into 
other sentiments. Which I am so far from taking amiss, 
that I think it to your commendation, that neither the 
affection nor esteem you so often express for an old 
friend, could prevail with you to act a part that might 
have the appearance of levity in a matter of so much 
consequence. Nor is it less for your credit, that you 
can retain your opinion, without losing your temper, 
or showing a backwardness to hear what is to be said 
against it. Most tempers run into extremes; they are 
either too volatile to be fixed, or else so fixed, that no 
force of argument can move them. But it is your hap- 
piness, that you can adhere without obstinacy, and 
change without levity; and therefore I shall think it 
no trouble to resume the subject, and lay before you, 
in the best manner 1 can, the reasons that seem to 
make against the study of the Scriptures in the way of 
private judgment ; which I hope will not, upon cooler 
thoughts, appear so strange to you. You will consider 
they come from one, who is not more a friend to you, 
than he is tothe church ; and, if examples be of any 
Weight, I can assure you this side of the question is by 
no means destitute of proselytes; and that, when you 
come to know the world more, you will find this study 
‘neglected to a degree you little imagined ; but it is 
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reasons, not examples, will determine you. To come 
therefore to them ; 

1 shall, in the first place, take leave to ask, Cui 
bono ? What good can come of so much pains? For it 
may seem that a free, serious, impartial, and laberous 
study of the Scriptures will be of no great service, for 
the following reasons ; 

First, Because it is plain the orthodox faith is not 
founded on a nice and critical knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures. Many of the ancient Christians, it will be allow- 
ed, were not great critics, but argued very much in a 
mystical way. Origen in particular, who was the 
greatest scholar christianity had bred te that time, per- 
petually turns the letter of Scripture into allegory.— 
From whence we may reasonably conclude, that the 
knowledge of the bare literal sense was, in the judg- 
ment of many even in thoee times, thought to be of lit- 
tle use. 

Secondly, But it is certain that the original language 
of the Old Testament was known to very few for the 
first si: centuries, in which those general councjjs were 
held, wherein all the articles of the orthodox faith were 
settled. They governed themselves, and determined 
all their controverted points by the Greek version ; and 
those who knew Hebrew best, whether they took to 
the mystical or literal way, had the misfortune to be 
least orthodox. So it was with Origen, who knew the 
Scriptures so well, that he had them all by heart. And 
Eusebius and others, who studied and understood the 
literal sense of the Scriptures best in the next ages, 
succeeded little betier ; so thai thisstudy seem: to have 
been of little use to the establishmerit of the orthodox 
faith. Now. ifan exact and critical knowledge of the 
Scriptures was not necessary to the settling of the faith, 
:t cannot be necessary to the understanding of it, or to 
the understanding those who have writ bést in the ex- 
plication and defence of it. Onthe contrary, sucha 
knowledge tends to lesson our esteem for the Fathers of 
the church, by discovering their mistakes; and may 
weaken our regard to the decisions of councils, by ex- 
posing the falseness of the 
on. A man, well skilled in the literal scnse of the 
Scriptures, will often find, in the Fathers and councils, 
texts of Scripture urged very insufficiently ; and great 
stress laid upon passages, which, when critically ex- 
plained, prove nothing, or perhaps-make against tacm. 
Which suggests to me a third reason, why it may seem 
that such a study can do no good. 

Thirdly, And that is, because the orthodox faith does 
not depend upon the Scriptures considered absolutely 
in themselves, but as explained by catholic tradition. 
The faith was preserved in creeds, and handed down 
from one orthodox bishop to another, whose business it 
was so keep this sacred depositum pure and undefiled, 
and to deliver it to his successor entire as he received 
it. It was by this tradition the main articles of faith 
were preserved in the church, and not from any parti- 
cular study ofthe Scriptures. The ground therefore of 
these articles must carefully be distinguished from the 


scriptures that have been brought ia proof of them; | 


these proofs may be weak and inconclusive, but the 
truth stands independent of them, It is the faith they 
have received; and, if at any time they argue weakly 
for it from the scriptures, it is an argument indeed 
against their learsing, but none against their ortho- 
doxy. 

This therefore may seem another good argument to 
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ground they seem to be built | 
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as well as a more compendious way to. make a man or- 
thodox, to study the tradition of the church. . 


But you will say, that to send you from scripture to 
tradition is to turn you out of paradise, the garden of 
God, into a vast, confused, bewildered wood; and 
that this is so far from mending the matter, that it isteu 
times more laborious than the study I would dissuade 
you from ; and so, I confess; it is, if all the ecclesiasti- 
cal writers were to be carefully read, in order to know 
the catholic tradition. But that és not my meaning ; 
the substance of catholic tradition lies in must less 
compass; the established church, you will allow, is 
orthodox in all necessary points, If therefore you 
know the sense of the established church, you have in 
epitome the church catholic; and therefore you need 
only study her opinions to make you orthodox; and 
this the most illiterate man may find in the liturgy and 
articles. This, [ trust you will allow, is as short a 
way, as could be wished of knowing all that is neces- 
sary to be known. A very little time will serve a man to 
read, in his mother tongue, things which altogether 
would not fill a moderate volume ; and he will be or- 
thodox enough, and have a great deal-of time to spare 
for other studies, that will turn to more account. Be- 
sides that, it is of great advantage to go in a way that 
is safe as well. as short; and. will lead you into the 
knowledge of all useful truths, without the hazard of 
falling into any dangerous opinion, 

Fourthly, But if you will insist that it is scripture 
and not tradition, that the faith is fomnded on; there 
is one thing farther 1 myst putyou in mind of, which 
may seem to prove, that'a profound and laborions stu- 
dy of the scriptures will not make you at all miore or- 
thodox. It is a fundamental principle among protes- 
tants, that whatever is necessary to be believed, is 
plainly and clearly revealed in the scriptures ; an‘ 
consequently what is not plainly and clearly revealed 
in them, cannot be necessary. Now if what is plain 
and clear in scripture is the only part that is necessary 
to be known, then a laborious search into the obscurer 
pci: may seem unnecessary to the obtaining a truc 
orthodox faith. You will say perhaps, that, notwith- 
standing this declaration of protestants, it may and has 
been urged against them by their adversaries, they do 
believe, and maintain as necessary, articles_that can- 
not be proved by plain and clear passages of scripture. 
This, 1 confess, has been urged, and may possibly be 
true of all parties of them, except the_ established 
church ; but, if it be, it proves only that they are not 
true to their principle; not that the principle is not in 
itself true and good. And he surely must be allowed 
to be the best protestant, who adheres best to the priv- 
ciple, on which the Reformation was founded. 


Fifthly, Once more ; supposing the study of the 
scriptures.as necessary as you please ; in the last place, 
I say, and I am sure the world will say it with me, 
| that they have been sufficiently studied already, And, 
‘if any parts remain stili obscure; who can hope to 
clear up passages that have puzzled so many great 
men? Or will presume in disputable points to set up 
his private judgment, against them that were men of 
more learning, of abler parts, of greater application, 
and better acquainted with the tradition of the church, 
than any one will now be allowed tobe? And (which 
is the best guide in knowledge of religion) they were 
moreover men of most exemplary piety, devotion, and 








prove, that an exact and careful study of the scriptures | humility ; virtues, of which very little footsteps are to 
is nota safe and profitable study. Ht is a much safer, | be found in the learued men of our times. 
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Must not now a man have @ strong bent of mind in- 
deed, who cannot, by all these reasons, be dissuaded 
from giving himself up to a study, that may by many 
be thought 4s unprofitable as it is Taborious? but will 

_go on, in defiance of all that has been said to convince 
him that he wastes himself in vain, and that there will 
be no fruits of all his labor, but to know he knows 
nothing? I call that nothing, which will turn to no 
account. 

But, to show you I am disposed to make all possible 
concessions, I will grant that even this objection might 
be got over, were this the worst of it; but I have one 
afenment still in reserve, that am persuaded will be 
decisive, 

(To be Continued.) 


POR THE UNIVERSALST MAGAZINE. 





“ ¥e shail be holy.; for the Lord your Ged is holy.” 


As God is necessarily and constitutionally holy, and 
nnchangeably so, it seems to be consistent with his na- 








heads forever. If it be further urged, that we are re- love, and of a soznd mind.” If God does not give this 
quired to do good to those who persecute us, this only | spirit of fear, who does oe! it? Orwho has any good 
means that we try to bring them into our faith so that | authority to administer it ? ere 
they may be the subjects of the divine favor. To conclude: As St. John says; “ perfect love Gast. 
As the holiness which God requires in man is the | est out fear ” and as we have seen that perfect love 
same which he possesses, it seems reasonable to sup- | alone constitutes holiness in God, let us aim at the 
pose that this holiness must be induced in us by an ac- high and glorious attainment of the holiness of thé loys 
tion of the same moral principle which constitutes itas of divine righteousness ; for the Lord our God is 
a permanent attribute of his nature.’ Let us ask then holy. H. B,’ 
what is that moral principle in the divine Being which } 
constitutes him holy? The answer is, it is love of 
righteousness. It is impossible that any being should 
be holy, who does not love righteousness, ana it is 
equally impossible that any being should not be holy MRS. JUDSON 
in the same degree as he loves righteousness. As ’ 
God, therefore, loves righteousness with an infinite} The wife of A. Judson, a famous missionary in the 
love, so his holiness is an infinite holiness. If our rea- ‘East Indies, sailed from Boston a short time tick 
soning on this point be clear, and no doubt it will be | where she had been, to visit her friends, and collect 
admitted by all, the question naturally arises; how money from the pious and charitable to aid her in dis. 
can the fear of everlasting punishment, infinite in de-/ tributing the bread of life to the poor heathen of Asia. 
gree and endless in duration, have any effect to make} 4 Jady, who was in habits of familiar intercourse with 
us holy? God is not holy because he stands in fear of | ys. Judson, and to whom application was made for 
endless misery ; this no one will contest. If our holi-! charity, in her behalf, informs us, that the visiting dress 
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ture to require all his moral offspring to be holy. Un- 
holiness is opposition to God. It cannot, therefore, be | 
possible for any being to enjoy God without holiness, | 
or to enjoy him in any greater degree than he attains) 
of holiness. 

The doctrine embraced in what has been said is not. 
only believed by all denominations and sects in the | 
world, whether Christian, Jew, Mahometan, or Pagan, | 
but it is corroborated by the moral habits which have , 
been produced by the various religions professed and 
taught among men. 

Among the ancients, who supposed that their gods 
were possessed of the appetites and passions of earthly 
beings, it was required by their religion, that, they 
should@devoutly honor their deities by a free indulgence 
in those gratifications which were peculiar to their re- 
spective idgls. And it is a fact, that those denomina- 
tions of professed christians, who have believed that 
the divine Being is possessed of a vindictive wrath to- 
wards the wicked, have manifested: this same princi- 
ple in their conduct towards their brethren, who did 
not conform to their particular dogmas ; taking scrupu- 
lous care at the same time, to extend as much mercy 
as their creeds would justify, and continue it as long 
as possible without incurring the displeasure of the 
divine Being. 

The foregoing remarks naturally suggest the idea, 
that it is dangerous to the morals of society to patron- 
tie a belief, which places in God any attribute or dis- 
position which would cause men to be unkind or vin- 
dictive towards their fellow creatures, should they be 
governed by the same attribute or disposition ; for it is 
not to be expected that men, who are zealous defen- 
ders of any doctrine can always resist its evil influence, 
if it have any. 

The cruel persecutions, which in protestant coun- 
tries only, Rave destroyed twice as many people as 
now inhabit the United States. of America, are stand- 
ing proofs of the dangerous tendency of a ( s :trine 
which maintains that there iz enmity in God towards 
men. But if people believe that there is a holy wrath 
ua God, which moves him to exercise an: infinite sever- 
ity ov the wicked, they will certainly strive. to attain 
this holiness, for they realize the propriety of being 
holy ; for the Lord their Ged is holy. As to the holi- 
uess ef God’s mercy and the extent of it, these are 
measured by their creeds, and if they show compas- 
sion to those who embrace them, this is all that is re- 
quired. Ifit be-suggested that God requires of us to 
‘Jove our enenries, this forms no-difficulty, because this 

iove must be of the same moral character with the 
love of Ged towards the wicked, which is a love of 
pity, but net a love of complacency ; not a love which 
feads him to do them any good, nor a love that will 
Svevent his vengeance from falling on their devoted 


ness then must be induced by the action of that moral | of this sclf-denying female missionary could not be yal- 
principle which constitutes the holiness of God, the | yed at lessthan TWELVE HUNDRED DOLLARS?! 
fear of endless misery has nothing to do in this case.— | [ye reader may be startled at the mention of such an 
If it be too much to allow, all at once, that the fear of! enormous amount laid out in a single dress to decorate” 
the unspeakable torments of the eternal world has no! tye person of one whose affections are professedly set 
influence to make men holy, let the question be con} on heavenly things, and despising the vain and gaudy 
sidei.* in another form. |allurements of the world; it appeared to us incredible, 

We will then ask if holiness of heart must not be ¢j1] we heard from the lady some of the details. The 
produced by the same moral principle by which it will | Cashmere Shawl was valued at $600; the Leghorn 
be eventually established and forever continued in the | pyjat $150; Lace trimming on the gown $150, &c.; 
hearts of the blessed im eternity? To this question |jewelry would soon make up the sum, leaving necessa 
we expect all will answer in the affirmative ; for none | ry articles of clothing out of the question. We hope 
will contend that any moral principle can ever become | the next edition of the missionary arithmetic, will in- 
useless. But who’ will contend that the holiness of the | form us how many infants were robbed of their inno- 
blessed in heaven will be established and continued by | cent, if not necessary, playthings, how many widows 
tl» principle of fear of endless misery ? Should this | haq denied themselves the use of sugar in tea and but- 
fear enter the heart-of the blessed in heaven, it must! to. on bread, how many poor debtors had robbed their 
enter there with its corresponding torment; for an / creditors and labored without stockings and shoes, to 


apostle says, ‘‘ fear hath torment.” This fear then is ¢yrmish out this modern representative of the mysti- 
not a heavenly principle ; and this preachers ought to | 


realize, for it is to be hoped, if they understood this, 
they would not preach it, as they would preach noth- 
ing but heavenly principles. 

Not only is this tormenting fear not one of those 
heavenly, moral principles, which exist in our divine 
Parent, and which constitute the everlasting enjoy- 
ments hereafter; but it is not, nor can it be reckoned 
among the christian virtues which the gospel of our 
Redeemer maintains in the hearts of its faithful vota- 
ries in this life. For proof of this proposition let us no- 
tice those which St. Paul maintains as asummary of all; 
** Now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; but 
the greatest of these is charity... A moment’s atten- 
tion will enable any one to discover, that this fear of 
endless misery is totally inconsistent with and repug- 
nant to these cardinal, christian virtues. Faith in the 
Redeemer would certainly overcome all such fear ; 
hope in eternal life would repel it from the mind ; and 
love or charity would annihilate it entirely. Let the 
advocates of this fear examine the subject with caution, 


cal Babylon. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





To the Ministers and Members of 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Dear Brethren,—It is with sensations which | do not 
recollect ever to have experienced, that I write this 
letter. It is well known to many of you, that for more 
than seven years, I had the honor of being an accepta- 
ble member of your communion. I commenced the 
study of theology some years ago with the sole object 
of making myself useful to the Methodist connexion; 
but my investigations have led me to reject what you 
consider the marrow of the gospel. I was very willing 
to believe (in divinity) all that you required of me; 
but I could not believe without evidence; and it} 
little more than a year, since 1 have given up all €s- 





and see if they can promote either of these virtues by 
its means. 

To assist the mind still further respecting this subject, 
it seems pertinent to remark, that this fear is not reckon- 
ed among the blessed fruits of the spirit. St.Paul says, 
“ the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance .”— 
Nothing said of thishorrible fear. But it is erroneously 
believed among the generality of professed christians, 
that it is the operation of the divine spirit which pro- 
duces this fear; and too many preachers, being thus 
deluded, and not knowing what spirit they are of, 
think they are led by the divine spirit to wake up this 
fear in the human mind. But-St. Paul says; ** God 
| hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of faith, of 





pectation of obtaining it. 

I always doubted the doctrine of endless misery; but 
thought it might be true ; and that my unbelief pro- 
ceeded from ignorance : for ] thought so many whom! 
esteemed as Ministers and Fathers in the Church were 
certainly right, and heartily wished myself like them. 

While I was assisted and directed in my theological 
studies, | was without a guide or prepossessions, 
philosophy ; and my mind, ever on the stretch to-solve 
ithe various phenomena, which I saw surround me, at 
length dispelled the darkness, and led me to certain 
and inevitable conclusions, which I very soon perce!¥- 
ed, I could never reconcile to what I had been taught 
was true in divinity. I knew very well that what Ww? 





false in philosophy could not be true in theology 
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ren, that I resolved not to leave you; and to avoid be- 
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Such, however, was my affection for you, my breth-| mankind without any. other 
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to offer, why they main, correspond with them, So evidently is this the 
should believe, than that they will be damned if they case, that it is universally received asa general rule, 





ing expelled, I thought of studying medicine, and was | don’t ; and who knows of io’othér way by Which men that people's dispositions may be Rtiewn by their ¢on- 
on the very eve of laying aside all ideas of continuing | can become virtuous, but by passing through the same duct; and our Saviour has given the sanction of his 
in the ministry, when I found I could not reconcile it | animal and mental excitement they themselves exper- authority to this sentiment: ‘* Do men gather grapes 


to my conscience ; and that as 1 was acitizen of the 


ienced? After a young man is thus taken on a circuit, of thorns,” says he, * or figs of thistles >? Evemso every 


world, I was responsible for my conduct, to a higher! what opportunity has he of getting knowledge? It is good tree bringeth forth good fruit ; but every cor- 


tribunal than a sectarian platform of faith ; and that I true, that some who have a thirst for learning, which rupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 


ought to act from a higher motive than merely the 
opinions or feelings of the wisest or most pious of my 
religious friends. I have no intention of impeaching 
the motives by which I think a large majority of you 
are actuated—I do think you sincere, and if it were in 
my power I would still live on terms of christian friend- 
ship with you, but I have good reason to believe it 
will be impossible, except in a few instances. It is 
true, I think early prejudices keep you from the truth ; 
but 1 make a difference between an error of the head 
and one of the Keart,—honesty being all that is essen- 
tial to goodness. 

As I had never read any Universalist books nor heard 
any preaching till | espoused the doctrine, you will 
easily perceive that reason and the scriptures were my 
only guide. I can truly say (and I believe you who 
are acquainted with me, will not doubt it) that it has 
been my anxious desire and prayer, to know and un- 
derstand the truth. Iam unable to say what I may 
believe hereafter; but this I can say, that I now as 
firmly believe that all mankind will be restored to ho- 
liness and happiness, as I believe that they will exist 
after the death of the body. Indeed I believe that 
what is called orthodoxy, is well calculated to make 
sceplics. Beginning with the church of Rome, and 
passing through the various grades of orthodoxy down 
to Universalism,—I really think the more oithodox 
the worse, aud the more heterodox the better, till we 
arrive to the last mentioned doctrine, which alone is 
consistent with the whole tenor of the scriptures and 
common sense. I have not embraced the doctrine of 
the final happiness of all men, without the strongest 
conviction of its truth ; nor rejected the docfrine of 
endless misery, but from a full conviction that it can- 
not be supported by any fair interpretation of the scrip- 
tures, of by any course of logical reasoning from the | 
justice, goodness, wisdom and power of the Deity.— | 
Believing as I do in the truth of the scriptures, and | 
having no doubt that they teach in the most positive 
manner the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; I feel my- 
self bound by the most solemn and sacred obligations, 
to use my utmost influence (however small.) to diffuse 
its light among my fellow men. As I believe nothing 
can be more laudable in public teachers, than to dis- 
seminate what they conscientiously think the Truth, 
i shall always respect an honest zeal in those from 
whom I differ; and all I ask is ** that mercy I to oth- 
ers show.” 

TRvuTH alone is my object, and truth has nothing to 
fear from a contrast wiih error, or_th> closest investi- 
gation. If you are in an error, my brethren, (and who 
knows that you are not) it is to your own advantage to 
be convinced of it ; and as I certainly think you are, 
you will not take it ill im me, in pointing out to you in 
@ candid manner, what I consider the most exceptiona- 
ble part of your system and articles of faith. 1. Let 
me ask those of you, who are versed in the New Tes- 
tament, and Church History, if ou have any authority 
for Episcopacy. You cannot be ignorant that the 
primitive Churches chose thcir own pastors. ‘* One is 
your Master evenChrist,”—Are ye not then all? brethren ? 
Is not Episcopacy an appendage of Monarchy; and 
every way unworthy a free and enlightened people? 
2. What are the qualifications you require in those 
you authorize to preach? Ifa young man entirely ig- 
norant of the scriptures, and every species of literature, 





ed upon in a reformation ; and in the moment of his 
religious excitement francies himself called to preach ; 
i he cau speak fluently, is he pot sent forth to teach | 





sary that you take into consideration that it is impossi- 
except being barely able to read and write, be operat- | ble to make people act, a long time, 7 opposition to 
their established dispositions, or constant feelings. Our | 24 column of the same page; in the 4th stanzas of the 
feelings or dispositions are the source whence our ac-|xxixth Psalm, read cares for woes, in the Ld line y= 
tions proceed; and therefore our actions must, in tbe ! andeteaves fos caver, in the 4th live. 


A good tree cannot 


nothing can remove, obtain much general information ; bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 
but of your thousands of preachers in the United States, forth good fruit.—Wherefore, by their frusts ye shall 
where are your respectable authors? Is not your whole *0w them.”* Such is the necessary accordance of 
system unfriendly to literature? What opportunity Our general conduct with our dispositions. 

can men have for study, whose every moment is occu-! n view of this fact, is it reasonable, Gentlemen, to 
pied in travelling, preaching, and visiting from house €Xpect that the fear of endless misery will produce any 
to house? Is it not.an opinion among you,, that your lasting reformation in the very actions of people, when, 
most ignorant preachers are the most useful in getting 28 we have before shown, it leaves their dispositions as 
up awakenings? How often have lheard it sdid, that corrupt as ever? No, indeed; especially when we 
such and such preachers had lost their usefulness, when take into consideration. another circumstance ;: 

no other reason could be assigned, than that they had: 3. You are obliged by your system of doctrine to. 
become dispassionate, and had laid aside that fiery ‘give the transgressor to understand that if he only re- 
zeal and positiveness, by which their first preaching pent before he dies, he will certainly escapethe awful 
was characterized! I ask this serious question, is not PUnish™.ent, with the threatening of which you have 
your form of Church government calculated to impede endeavored to terrify him! I have too much confi- 
the growth of the mind? Who among you date pub- | dence in your discernment, Gentlemen,.to suppose it 
lish a book, without the consent of the Conference ?— ; necessary to illustrate this subject any farther in order 
and who rules the Conference ?. \Who dare preach a} to show you that the fear of endless misery, as you in- 
sermon without consulting the discipline more than CUlcate it, is utterly incompetent to reform man~ 
the Bible? What room can there be for improvement pac. Mancvs 
while every preacher is bound by the same chain, and 
no one dares for a moment to call in question the infal- 
libility of the Discipline? Have not all the exertions 
of those, who wished well to science, and who tried 


their utmost to establish Seminaries among you proved ne deo 
unavailing, and can you not discover the real cause ? Nature of VY irtue., 


I know you say, the Lord does not.seem to/prosper| Ty. celebrated Jonathan’ Bdwardewroteln profound” 
your schools, which has been the fact from the days ol Treatise on.the natureof true Virtue.” ‘The fallowine 
vege a : pres es oot a feared always will |, \ecdote from Joinville, the historian, of the last great 

In order see shut heresy out of the Church, do you om Oe pote opal cameaan ad tenn 
not shut out knowledge’; “Wikeipmong you read Udi-| 1. same sentiment and doctrine may occur to the 
tarian of Universalist. publicghiama? And if any OF; + dissiniMar wilde RUN ts Ole meee opposite situa- 





* Mat. vii. 16--20. 
= 
Fronr the Literary Magazine, for 1904. 





your church members do read them, and speak of them , tionst 


in terms of approbation, are they not immediately sus-| Joinviile says, ** Priagt¥vés, of Brittany, beiig skil- 
pected-of heresy, and treated coolly? Is not the theo- | Jed in‘the language of the Saracens, was employed as 
logical Library at Newmarket watched with a jealous | interpreter between’ St. Louis’ and the Ambassadors 
eye: A little work entitled the ERRORS oF METHO- ‘from the King. of Damascus: St. Louis was: then in 
DISM, containing some friendly advice to those who are ' Acre, and the Ambassadors had come there to treat 
in the habit of disturbing their peaceable brethren by with him. The Friar, in passing between thé King’s 
their sHouTs in time of worship (although written bya ‘lodging and that of the Ambassadors, was one day en- 
Wesleyan Methodist,) could not peaceably remain.— countered in the street bya very aged woman; having 
Was it not determined to exclude Priestley’s discourses? | in her right hand a pot of burning coals, and in-her left 
You very justly complain of the illiberality of some of a pitcher of water. ‘ Woman,’ said father Yves, ‘what 
the Calvinists, but what would be thought of the Pro-| art thou about to do with these live coals in thine 
fessors at Andover, if they were’ to exclude from their ‘hand? ‘To burn Paradise; answered. she.» ‘ And 
Library Universalist, Unitarian, Arminian, or even | what with the water?’ . * To exUinguish the flames of 
Deistical books? ‘Truth can never be in any real dan- | hell!’ Friar Yves then asked, how she could talk so ? 
ger, for God is its Author and Supporter. Who has | Her reply was, ‘ That no- person may do good in this 
any thing to fear from storms, whose house is built on | world, to obtain a reward in Paradise; and that none 
a rock? A man may well tremble if he stands on a may refain from sin, for fear of the torments.of hell ;, 
sandy foundation, but it is to his own advantage to be ‘but that we may all do good, out of pure love to God, 
made sensible of his danger. 1 shall endeavor im a fa- | our Creator and Supreme Good!’ Friar Yves, aston-- 
ture number to point out in a tender manner as possi- | ished at the woman’s wisdom, passed on without re- 


: ‘ . ly. 
rat anam Poupenahagts ean CASE. This anecdote | find in the blank page of Edwards 
Treatise, and whether we consider it as a real inci-- 
dent, or merely as an apologue,.and the last is most 
probable,—whether the old woman of Acre or the old! 
woman Joinville, was the advocate of this doctrine, it 
is a remarkable coincidence between the great mod-- 
ern metaphysician and divine, and a hero of the cru- 
sades, which were undertaken for the express purpose 
of redeeming the souls of the adventurers from the pan-- 
ishmert due to their crimes in a future world: 
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To the Orthodox Clergy. 
(Concluded from 20th page.) 


2. In connexion with the foregoing, it seems neces- 





Errata in our last. .On the 20th page, Ist column, 
25th line from the top, insert fhe before mind. On the 














a 
SELECTED. 


[The London Morning Chronicle has published an 
attack on Louis xviii. on account of a late execution 
of four Conspirators in Paris, in the mask of an ode, 
“ On the death of four Heroes of Persia, executed for 
an attempt to give liberty to their country, translated 
from a fragment discovered in the ruins of Persepolis.” 
The Courier designates it “ another canting epicedi- 
um upon traitors.’’} 

EXTRACTS. 


Shall execration waste a word, 
Thou gore-crowned Xerxes, upon thee? 
*Twere vain: ere long thy race abhor’d 
Shall perish in its infamy ; 
Drown'd in that sca of blood, which thou 
In thy cold hate art pouring now. 


Yes! touch the timbrel, join the dance, 
Thy scaffolds do thy work, and spill 
The best, the bravest blood of * 
Yes! sing and slaughter, feast and kill, 
Proud triumph! which, with heart elate, 
Paternal love might celebrate. 





Paternal—Heaven descended power !t 
What mysteries in those folds are hid— 
Most royal King—that dost devour 
F’en thy own sons—as Saturn did— 
Thy title, Sire, is most complete— 
Aye ! thou art all-legitimate. 


Procesd—the knive is in thy hand, 
An old man’s thirst for blood is keen— 
Pour forth its torrents o’er the land, 
And be—what thou hast ever been. 
© spare not—let no pity bring 
Fear to thy heart—thou ari a King ! 


A King! and Kings can do no wrong. 

No laws can reach them—so they deem, 
Till indignation, slumbering long, 

Wakes from her spectre-haunted dream, 
And sweeps, as with a storm away 
The proud insulting pests of clay. 


Thou wert forgiven—thou wert forgiven 
Crimes, which thy land remembered well ; 
And thou hast paid a smile of heaven 
With the malevolence of hell. 
Persia gave a crown—and half a heart, 
And thou art grateful—aye, thou art. 


*Tis sweet, no doubt, as age appears 
Thro’ evenings last vicissitude, 

To feast on widow's sighs and tears ; 
To revel in a Patriot’s blood ; 

And headless trunks, and scaffolds red, 

Shine gaily round an old man’s bed. 


And sweet it is to sit on thrones 
Build upon skuils, and stained with gore ; 
Midst shouts and songs, and cries and groans, 
The mourner’s wail—the courtier’s roar. 
Such thrones are on an earthquake’s mine, 
And XERxEs! such a throne is thine. 





* Here there is a hiatus in the MS. 

t Ils ont recuileur pouvoir de Dieu, a lui seul sont 
il responsables de son exercise.—Holy Alliance De- 
claration.—How ancient and modern tyranny agree. 

} The quantity seems a little in fault here—we 
wish, for the sake of fastidious readers, we had been at 
liberty to introduce a monosyllable in place of Persia. 

——P 0:0 ae 


“ He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed, for 
he giveth his bread to the poor.” SoLomon, 










And what is life ? a fleeting shade, 
That glides along in swift decay f 
And what is man? so wondrous made, 

But image of an Autumn-day ‘ 


A mist obscures his infant years, 
His dawning life is scarce discerned, 
And what his youth but doubts and fears? 
His age, but sorrows hardly earned ? 


So Autumn’s morn, with mist obscured, 
Leaves hope-there’s yet a golden day ; 
But Sol remains in clouds immured, 
And scarce vouchafes one cheering ray. 


And if the radiant god appear, 
And gild with smiles the rising morn, 
Evening steals on, both dank and drear, 
And night swift follows,—dark, forlorn. 


So, ifin manhood’s riper day, 

Our sun should shine with lustre bright, 
Declining years obscure its ray, 

And age leaves nought but darksome night. 


And is life but a fleeting shade ? 
And man, but like an Autumn-day ? 
Man, that ’s so fair, so wondrous made, 
Born but to blossom and decay ? 


© no! a better hope we have! 
When Autumn’s gone, and Winter past, 
A Spring of life shall cheer the grave ; 
And man immortal rise at last. 


No mist shall then his morn obscure, 
No clouded sun withhold its ray, 

No evening dark, no night endure, 
But his, one bright eternal day. 


—— -- 
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The principal object of the Author, has beeu to as- 
certain by an examination of all the passages in which 
these words occur, whether the inspired writers used 
any of them to express a place of endless misery for 
the wicked. Though it is generally allowed, that the 
three first are not so used, yet, as some of the texts in 


which these words occur, are stiil quoted in proof of] 


this doctrine, such texts are considered. 

As it is universally contended, that the word Ge- 
henna, is always used by the sacred writers to signify 
such a place of misery, all the texts in which it occurs, 
are particularly examined. This investigation of the 
above words, as to their scripture usage, has ended in 
the conviction that, originally, no such idea was at- 
tached to them. It was undertaken merely for the 
Author’s own satisfaction upon this deeply interesting 
subject to the human race ; but having delivered what 
he had written in a series of discourses, at the request 
of many who heard them ;. they are now submitted for 
publication. The following is a brief outline of the 
work for which the patronage of the public is solicited. 





CHAPTER I, 


Secr. Ist. All the passages of Scripture considered 


in which Sheol occurs, translated pit, grave, and Hell, 
in the common version. 


MAGAZINE. 












C ae 


“Scr. 2d. All the passages in which Hag 
translated grave, and Hell, in the common y. 
sidered. 


Sect. 3d. 2 Peter, 2—4 considered, This ie 
only place in which Tartarosas is used aad ig ron og 
ed Hell in the common version, 

CHAPTER II. 

Sect. Ist. Remarks on Dr. Campbell's views 
Gehenna, which is uniformly rendered Hell in. 
common version. the 

Sect. 2d. A number of facts stated which are thet M 
easily accounted for, if by Gehenna, the sacred writen 
meant a place of endless misery. 

Scr. 3d. All the passages in which Gehenna 
curs, considered. “i 
Sect. 4th. Additional facts stated ing th 
Gehenna was not used by the sacred writers toes 

a place of endless misery. 

Sect. 5th. The argument arising from the authori. 
ty of the Targums and the Apocrypha, in fawor of end. 
less misery, considered. 

Scr. 6th. Objections answered. 

Sect. 7th. Concluding remarks, 


CONDITIONS. 


The work shall be handsomely printed in one gi. 
ume octavo, to contain between four and five hundred 
pages, and be delivered to subscribers at two dollan 
in boards. Persons becoming accountable for six co 
pies, can receive a seventh gratis. The work will be 
put to press on the Ist of September next, if it shall 
then appear that a sufficient number of copies are tak- 
en to warrant its publication; at which time, it is re- 
quested that the subscription papers be returned to 
Samuel Ethridge in Charlestown. July 21, 1823. 


(¢p-Subscriptions received at this Office, and at T. 
M. Baker’s Circulating Library, Main-St. Charlestown. 
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NOTICE. 
A Universalist Society, has been recently establish- 


ed in Newton, Mass. 
ELIJAH ADAMS, 
WALTER M°FARLAND, 4 Committee. 
JACOB SANDERSON. 
LUTHER RICHARDSON, Clerk. 
The Society has preaching on every other Sunday 


evening. 





Giniversalist Pagasine. 


Boston, Saturday, August 2, 1823. 











There has been arrivals since our last, by which 
London papers to the 14th of June have been receiv- 
ed. The accounts furnished by them do not vary the 
state of affairs in Spain. 

At the London meeting to aid the Spaniards, the 
Editor of the London Sun, stated that the false accounts 
relative to the affairs of Spain, which had appeared ip 
the English papers, were prepared in Paris, and pro- 
duced proof that he had received overtures from Paris 
to publish such articles as should be furished through 
the Faangte Embassy, at the rate of 500 frances 
article. 


By the Prince and Edward, arrived at New-York; 
Carraccas papers to the 4th ult. are received. which 
contain an official account of the capture of Maracaybo 
by the Columbian troops. 

0< Later accounts state that the Royalists have te- 
captured Maracaybo. 


The U.S. ship John Adams arrived at Laguira m 
the 10th ult. with Mr. Anderson, our Minister to Co 
lumbia. 


Tribute of respect.—A splendid public dinner was 
given on Wednesday last, at the Exchange Coffee 
House, to Capt. Hunn, he being about to feave the 
country to take the command of the Squadron in the 
Pacific. 


The Hon. Surra Tuomrson, Secretary of the Navy, 
bas been appointed to the Supreme Bench of the U. 8. 
vice Judge Livineston, deceased. 


_ Earthquake.—A smart shock of an Earthquake was 


felt in this city, and vicinity, on Wednesday morning 
23d ult. about 7 o'clock. It was also noticed about 


the same time in Portland, Me. Concord, N. 
mouth and Nantucket. 











